THE USE OF SULPHONAMIDES IN THE TREATMENT OF WOUND
SEPSIS. THE use of the drugs known as "sulphonamides for the prevention and treatment of wound sepsis" is a subject of obvious importance at the present time, and much attention has recently been directed to the employment of sulphonamides by topical application for this purpose. This interest is reflected in the many enquiries received by the Medical Department of Messrs r,i appearance of the fifth edition of this textb)ook less than two years after the fourth edition aindl less than twvelve years after the first e(lition is ample proof that it mieets a widespread demand.
Newv articles have been included onl (1) Congenital Cystic Disease of the Lung, and (2) Herniation of the Nucletus PulposuLs. A fuller account is given of Gastroscopy. The section dealing with Blood Transfusion and Blood Groups and the article on Anorexia Nervosa have been rewritten. The use of sulphonamide group of drugs in the treatment of cerebro-spinal fever, septicaemia, gonorrheea, etc., is described. Six new radiograms have been introduced. In these and many other respects no effort has been spared to bring the book thoroughly up to date.
The followving errors wvere noticed -(1) In both examples wvhich have been introduLced to show lhow to calculate manximnum and standard clearances in the "urea clearance test," there are airithmetical mistakes. (2) On p. 249 it is stated that "lead poisoning is notifiable to the Home Office"; it is, of course, only industrial lead poisoning that is notifiable. (3) On p. 328 it is stated that vitamin B is absent in meat; this is surely an over-statement. (4) In the diagnosis and treatinient of myasthenia gravis, the dose of Prostigmin is given in c.c. instead of milligrams. (5) Passing from ei-rrrs to suLbject matter, the following observations are offered :-(1) Many will question the value of admninistering parathyroid extract orally-with calcium lactate in chilblains.
(2) In the treatment of lobar pneumonia no suggestion is made that sulphapyridine is preferable to sulphanilamide in most cases. (3) In the treatment of large pleural effusions, on p. 650 we read "Attempts should not be made to remove the whole of the fluid"; it would appear to be better teaching to make it clear that it is seldom advisable to remove more than from a few ounces to half a pint at most. (4) In the diagnosis of Weil's Disease, it is stated that a definite diagnosis can be made by inoculationi of the patient's urine into a guinea-pig; it is not pointed out, however, that negative results may be of little value, as the Leptospira icterohaemorrhagie seldom survives in the urine for more than an hour after excretion, and only if the urine is alkaline. (5) On p. 350 it would appear to be desirable to mention that the figure obtained for the "colour index" is dependent on the haemoglobinometer used. T'hus, using Haldane's instrument, 13.8 Gm. hb. per 100 c.c. of blood is regarde(d as 100 per cent. but, using Dare's instrument, it is only 86 per cent., as the 100 per cent. figur-e is taken as 16 Gm. hb. (6) Students would be liable to be penalised if in an examination test they pr-escribed the mixture given on p. 628 containing oxymel scillae wvith ammon.
carb. and pot. iod.
Despite these criticisms, the book has been attractively pr-oduced, and on the xwhole gives a wvell-balanced and sufficiently detailed account of the subject for students preparing for the final examination. It cani be recommen(led, too, to the practitioner who wishes to make a rapid general revision of medicine. No doubt the present edition will prove to be as popular as its predecessors.
